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bSys at Swiss 2006 Total Solar Eclipse Sailing Cup 
 
Basle, Switzerland, 2 February 2005, bSys GmbH today announced its participation at the 
Swiss 2006 Total Solar Eclipse Sailing Cup which will take place in March 2006 on 
Mediterranean Sea. 
 

Sailing Cup: Antalya, Turkey will be the home of 
the Swiss 2006 Total Solar Eclipse Sailing Cup 
starting March 26 in 2006. Time to get your 
bearings. Antalya, the primary city in South Turkey, 
is close by the sea. This area of Turkey is best 
known for the groves of orange trees that grow on 
the coastal plain. Thanks to a warm Mediterranean, 
the climate is pleasant and described as spring-like, 
with mild winters, and an annual mean temperature 
of 18 °C. In summer, the winds normally blow from 
the northwest to southeast on the central and 

southem Aegean. This wind is commonly called the "meltem", although in some areas such 
as at Cesme, Izmir and Kusadasi, it is called the "imbat". In the eariy and late summer, the 
"meltem" blows less and there are days of little or no wind at all. Generally, the meltem will 
die down at night and then resume the next day around midday. It can also blow day and 
night for days on end in the gulfs. The wind follows the coast from the west and becomes 
weaker towards the heads of the gulfs. Gusts are particularly violent off the north coast of 
the Gulf of Gokova and the Gulf of Hisaronu. The meltem also blows in a westerly direction 
along the Mediterranean coast as far as the Gulf of Finike. 
 
Solar Eclipse: On Wednesday, 29th March 2006, 
the shadow of the Moon will sweep a band starting 
from Brazil, through Atlantic Ocean, Gold Coast of 
Africa, Saharan Desert, Mediterranean Sea, Turkey, 
Black Sea, Georgia, Russian Federation, northern 
shores of Caspian Sea, Kazakhstan; ending in 
Mongolia. The duration of totality will be less than 2 
minutes near the sunrise and sunset limits, but will 
be as long as 4 minutes and 7 seconds in Libya, at 
the moment of greatest eclipse. The path of totality 
will be 180 kilometers wide at that moment. 

 
Cup’s City: Antalya is an ancient city. Thanks to its 
climate and location on the Med, Antalya has been 
settled and conquered by many different 
civilizations, including the Greeks and Romans. The 
Holy Grail sits in the city’s Blue Mosque where it’s 
been since middle ages. More recently, Antalya has 
become one of the more popular tourist destinations 
in Europe, and as a result, is already well equipped 
to handle tourists in large numbers. The ancient 
Attaleia, named after King Attalus II of Pergamon, 
Antalya was founded in the 2nd century B.C. Today 

palm-lined boulevards, beautiful parks, historical buildings, monuments, museums and the 
picturesque old quarter Kaleici, (with the Kaleici Turban Marina) blend together to create an 
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ideal holiday atmosphere. The Antalya Marina and Leisure Center, which has won several 
awards, is considered one of the most beautiful marinas in Turkey and welcome you after 
your unforgettable voyage in the turquoise paradise of Turkey's water. 

 
Antalya Harbour: The Cup infrastructure will be 
located in Antalya Harbour, a major port located on 
the outskirts of the city. Although once pre-
dominantly an industrial area, the port has recently 
begun turning itself into a more tourist-friendly 
place, with a project already in full swing to convert 
the waterfront to a Sailing Balcony on the Sea. The 
Port of Antalya is divided into two main sections, the 
relatively new commercial port is located on the 
northwest side of the bay and the yacht harbor is 

located in the extreme northeast portion of Antalya Bay northeast of the commercial port, 
and adjacent to the city. The Port of Antalya is reached from the Mediterranean Sea by 
entering Antalya Bay on a north to northwesterly course. Many of the mega yachts will move 
on by Q4 2005, and the Swiss 2006 Total Solar Eclipse Sailing Cup syndicate compounds 
being soon in mothballs. Already looking forward to the thrilling start when initial actions in 
the "Cup Basin" in the first days and nights will focus on the bars and restaurants along the 
perimeter of this nice port in the Gulf of Antalya. 
 

Challenge: Arrival at Antalya Airport and comfy 
embarking at Antalya Harbour on Sunday March 26, 
including skipper Sign-In and registration. Start with 
first run to Finike on Monday March 27. The second 
race will direct to Kekova harbour on Tuesday March 
28. Relaxing along the total solar eclipse centerline 
on Wednesday March 29. The third run’s sailing 
„upcountry“ to Fethiye will take place on Thursday 
March 30. Finish race on Friday March 31 to Kas 
harbour. Award ceremony and sailing back to 

Antalya on Saturday April 1. During the period from November through April steep pressure 
gradients preceding low pressure systems, passing south of Turkey over the Mediterranean 
Sea, bring strong south to southeast winds of 25 to 30 knots. Turkish authorities state that 
the strong winds are reliably forecast, usually 12 hours in advance of onset. The warnings 
are broadcast over VHF channel 67 in both Turkish and English. Ships should be able to 
receive the forecasts when they are within 20 nmi of Antalya Harbour. Anyway, be prepared 
for heavy wind challenges! 
 
bSys GmbH: The Swiss biotech is headquartered 
in Basle close to the Bio Valley of the trinational 
Upper Rhine region and focuses on ion channel 
drug discovery. bSys’s technological innovation 
serves hightech tools for HTS applications in the 
fields of cell based early drug screening. Please 
contact bSys GmbH, Farnsburgerstzrasse 22, 4052 
Basle, Switzerland, www.bSys.ch, to learn more 
about the Swiss 2006 Total Solar Eclipse Sailing 
Cup. Also registration and Sign-In records can be 
obtained through this channel. Recruiting process and team building is still in progress, thus 
further applications can be sent for review. bSys would be glad to receive a sign from other 
aficionados in the sailing arena. 


